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October 21, 2013 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
 
Over the next few years, you will notice some changes to instruction and testing in our 
school district. We believe that these shifts, related to the Common Core State Standards, 
will have a positive impact on your child’s education. Support from our parent community 
will be important for our district and for each student as we transition to the Common Core. 
 
In 2011, Washington State adopted the Common Core State Standards, which are a national 
set of learning expectations for college and career success that were developed by teachers, 
parents, school administrators, and education experts. Washington is one of forty-six states 
and U.S territories that have adopted Common Core.  The standards were developed out of 
partnership between the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National Governors 
Association and are not an initiative of the federal government.  These newly adopted 
standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn 
in K-12 math and language arts.  While there are many similarities between the existing 
Washington state standards and the Common Core, you might notice changes in what 
content is emphasized and the grade in which the content is taught. Expectations may also 
increase in terms of the processes, strategies and activities students use and are taught in 
school.  
 
The purpose of adopting the Common Core is not simply to align with other states, but also 
to raise the bar in all grades to ensure that our students are receiving a relevant and 
rigorous education. We are confident that your child will be better prepared to meet the 
demands of college and the work place in the 21st century.  
 
For additional information, including a list of “commonly” asked questions, please visit the 
NKSD website > learning > teaching and learning > common core, or 
http://www.nkschools.org/Page/10830 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,        
 
                        
 
Tim Garrison 
Director of Teaching and Learning 

 


